Ne "THE Y/#./ex 4 
HUMBLE PETITION 


AND 


REM ONSTRANCE 


RICHRD WIL D. B. Merchant 
Adventurer in the Eaſt- india Trade, 


Laying open the many wilfull Neglects,[ll- 

\ manged Actions and [mprovident Courſes, 

the Governors and Committees of the Eaſt- 

India Com pany,have heretofore,and ſtill do 

practice 1n all their way of Trade to the Eaſt- 

* Indies,to the exceeding great pre judice of the 
Adremarer and Nation in generall. 


TOGETHER WITH 
| A Narrative of the priacipall Wrongs and Injuries the Dutch 
| have barbarouſly perpcrrated/upon the Perſons, Skips 


CE mee 


andGoods of the Company in Ambeyna, and 
otherparts oft INDIA, 


| eAS ALSO 
The manner of Trade the Portugal; heretoiore,and now the Dutch have, 
and doe praiſe, to their exceeding great increale of Stock which our 
Company would never be periwaded to follow, in ſo full and 


: ample manner as they ought to have done, 


Printed in the yeare 1 6 5 4. 


oe te nn 
_=_ 


TUUETSLEERILTISERELENES 
$$430230330:33$2.342.8 

AAAAAAAAAS 
PELPEPPEPELE-ENPOLPEOLPL 


TO HIS HIGHNESSE, 
OLIVER, Lord Protector of 


the Common-wealth of Exgland, Scotland, 
and relayd,and the Dominions there- 
to belonging. 


The humble Petitionof RICHAR D 
W YLDE Merchanc. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


== Hat whereas the Trade of the Eaſt Indics 
Nt 194 begun wow 5 4. yeares paſt, and hath 
Sh Few continued ever ſince by a Company, 
uy ME and managed by Merchants, and other 

CSS Cities of London, for ſome yeares by 
Voyages, which diſcovering every dey new Trades, pro- 
wving profitable, bcth to the Adventurers, and Nation in 

encrall, gave enconragement to all degrees of People, to 
ſubſcribe a large Foynt Stock ofs above 1500 thouſand 
pownds, which for ſome yeares proſpered, untill after diſ- 
covery and ſetting « fattory in Surrat, the trade of Silk 
of Perſia came known to us, and proved of very great con- 
þ {com 45 to the expence of much brs cloath and other 
Manufattwres of England, 4s alſo of many other of In- 


dia, (whereof the Portingalls, had then the whole trade 10 
A1 them- 


themſelves) which our Turkey Merchants envying more 
eſpectally this of the ſilke of Perlia, as fearing, that if the 
trade of India did thrive, and grow rich, it would bring 
all, or the greater part of the Silk of Perſia, by way of 
India, became therefore adventurers in the ſame ſtock : 
And the better to ſtrengthen their party, and get the ma- 
naging of the whole ation unto themſelves by electing Al- 
dermen, and other rich Merchants Governonrs, Deputies, 
and commutces of ther own ſociety, they carried all things 
fo their own mind; CU TO the raining of four (0ynt ſtocks 
and as many or more voyages by their wilfull negletts; 1m. 
pro: ident courſes, and ill managed attions, As your H1gh. 
we[s will percerve by the following Remonſtrance where; [ 
have net only repreſented the ſaid Companies errors, but 
alſo ſhewed your Highneſs how thoſe might have bin, co yet 
may be (if rightly managed made moſt rich, and profitable 
trades tothu Nation, adding thereunto ſome of the moſt 
notorious wrongs, and injuries, the Dutch have perpetra- 
ted upon the perſons, ſbips and goods of our people in India, 
to the lo(ie of Jome Millions of pounds for many yeares 
paſt, and for ever hereafter, if your Highneſſe does not 
rake the ſame 11to moſt ſerious conſieration, and make it a 
State Adt:on, the beſt way of recovering from the Dutch, 
all, or at leaſt one third part of the Mollucca Iſlands, as 
our Fuſt due, or at leaſt the third part of the Sprees there- 
#n, according to the Contract made in 1619. with ſatufa- 
tion for their long detention of the ſaid Spices from our 
Company, which Compoſition, if ſtrongly preſt, (as it de- 
ſerves) may be ſuch as may grve reaſonable ſatufattion to 
the Company, and 4 large proportion of Stock to proſecute 
all thoſe rich Trades of India, Perſia, Arabia, Mollucca 
Iflands, Manillios, China, and Japon, ts the great in- 
creaſe of Treaſure to your Highneſſe's Eachequer,and Stock 
of the Nation, or by laying it open and free for every ſub- 


ject 
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jet? of England, 8c. that bath a minae to trade 1m ..., 
parts, being regulated by Agents and Conſulls, as your 
Highmneſſe Bal pleaſe to appoint 1n every prog Port, 
«4 are the Curkie and Muicovia Merchants, that ſo eve- 
ry man may be Maſter of his own Goods, both abroad and at 
home, and diſpoſe of them at hu owne pleaſure, and not ts 
be tyed to joynt 3tocks, as hitherto, which as they are the 
worſt of Monopolies, ſo are they little briter than Cheats to 
the Adventurers and Nation, whereof thus i the greateſt 
as will appeare by the following Diſcourſe. 

YTonr Pet therefore doth(1n the behalf of the whole Nation) 
moit humbly intreat your H:ighne(ſe to take the ſame into 
your grave & wiſe Conſideration, hat if pon due exam:- 
nation, the Trade be found profitable to the Nation, by ma- 
king it a State Attion, or laying it open and free for one 
ſeven yeares experience, it may be ſupported in a full and 
plentifull way of trade, . if otherwiſe" it prove nat (uch, it 
may be ſuppreſſed and quite g1vqn over, 


S the trade of 1n4;a, in former times, when 
we had Wars with the Portwgals, did re- 
quire a greater number of Shipping,then 
now that we have peace with them ; ſo 
did thoſe many, and preat Shipping, re- 
quire a farre larger ſtock to maintaine 


neceſlity were forced to ſpend two, if not 
three years in that Countrey, which could not well be done, 
but by ſufficient Stock, to be ſent @ut upon them for trade 
between Port and Port, in [ndia it ſelfe : whereunto the Court 
of Committees of our faſt Indis Company, would never be 
perſwaded, nor yet to follow the ſame in fo full and ample 
manner, as might be able to beare ſo great a charge ; Notwith- 
ftanding the many and earneſt advices and ſolicitations of their 
Servants, and Fators, both from Surrasr, Bantam, Perſia, 
AMuſlaparan, and Macaſſar, from whence all the belt commo- 
dities fe Trade were to be provided, and which did yeild at 
leaſt 2. 3. ſome 4. for one, within the compaſſe of one Mon« 
ſoon or ſixe Months time, as by their owne Accompts, and 
Letters, (if duly examined) will plainly appear. 

Now for as much as | have not the accompts of what paſſed 
ift Swrrat before, and ſince my being there, nor yet have ſeen 
thoſe at Bantam ; I cannot, nor will not, deliver any thing as 
from my dine experience, bur ſhall reicrre them to their own 


Accompts and Letters from thoſe parts, which will ſufficiently 
prove, 


their great charge and expence ; who of 
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Prove, what I have aſſerted, Yet for the ſixe yeares, and an 
Þalf 1 was in Szrrat, | ſhall deliver a true abltrat of Srock 
yearly ſent thither, every yeares charges and expences, tope- 
ther with every years returnes from Ssrrat, whereby your 
Highneſle will plainly ſee, what wilfull and improvident courſes, 
thoſe grave and wiſe men, that governed at the Helme of that 
a&tion, did ſteer, to the great loffe and hinderance of the Ge- 
nerall Aventurers, (though to their owne private ends, e- 
nough advantageous) in the interim, not letting to make great 
ſhewes of reall intentions to follow that Trade, in a more full 
and ample manner than formerly; as by an Order and Com. 
mand by their Letters, of the 16. of Afarch,i6 24. to provide 
Goods in Sxrrat, to the value of 1414471. 10s. ood. for 
yearely returnes tor England onely ; which with charges there, 
would have colt at leaſt 160000 |. ſtarling, the particulars 
whereof, I forbear to inſert here, to avoide your Highneſſe 
trouble, as not materiall unto the worke in hand, 

To performe all which, they ſent out the ſame yeare, but 
3 60091.in Goods and Monies, earneſtly requiring by their ſaid 
Letters, that all the ſaid goods, might be provided every yeare 
for Annuall returnes for England, and which was pertormed 
moſt yeares at high Intereſt, of 13. and 14. per cent. whereof 
they had notice every yeare, both by Letters and Accomprs,yet 
did they not ſend out ſufficient Stock, to pay that great de- 
vourirs debt, but let it continue 11. Or 12. yeares unpaid, to 
the creat hinderance of the General! Adventurers, ignorant of 
their wilfull intentions, as to the ruine of that ſecond, and 
great joynt Stock, by their ill-managing thereof; which, that 
it may moſt clearly appearto your Highneſſe, 1 will give you 
the abſtract of all disburſements in 1-aja, what the Company 
ſent our every yeare, as alſo what returnes they had thence, 


for the ſixe yeares I was in [ndia: 
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In Aprill 1624. 
The Company ſent out wpon foure Ships and 

two Pinnaces, in Goods and Moneys, 62000 1.44 ap- $4 
peares by that yeares account 62000 p wt 
Whereef was ſent to Ferſia,is Money and Goods G225 

And to Mocha in in the Red Sea, in Goods 725 

eff to Bantam in Goods for Macaſſer,coe. 7768 

«And to Mullapatan by Exchange 126 

And te Acheen,and thence to Bantam $359 


eAnd for England wpow the Star, beſides 
what was [ent wpon the William and Bleſ- 


ſing the ſame yeare,on formtr account 14050 
Dirburſt for Cuſtomer in and out in Surrat 7786 
By Charge Merchandiſe in all ther Fattories $og7 
By Ships expences for Provifons 5985 
By Homſe-expences, and Houſe-rent in all 

the Fattories 2945 
By F attor: Wages on the Shore 2230 


The whole Disburſments in Srrat this year is $58296.58296 
And there remained for Inveſtments for F& —_ ——— 


gland the next year, but 3703 


_— —— — — 


Yet, did the Preſident and Counſell ſend home upon the 
Fames and fonal, the next yeare, Goods to the value of 
$0000 /. in /ndia, though at high Intereſt, whereby may be 
obſerved the improvident way of Trade the Managers ,f 
that Action did run here at home, notwithſtanding the (e. 
cond and great Joynt Stock of ſixteene hundred thouſgng 


pound then in being, 
5 In 


(4) 
1625, In April 1625. 
Famer & Foraoh The Company ſent out upon four Ships in 
ſent home with Goods and Moneys 36000 I. but by accident 


Goods, which ,p,,, came to SUrrat that yeare in Money and 
colt in India 2- . E | d h 

bove $0.09 |. Gocas from Eng os Oy 

$1crl, And from Mocha in the Red Sea wpon the Ship 


Ann's account 
From Bantam in Goods and Ryalls of Eight 
Received in all for thus yeares Inveſtments in 
Goods fer England 
Ships Tunt y}oreof was ſent ro Bantam 5n Goods and Me- 
Palſzrave $00 EY 


—_ _ And toPerſia in Goods and Money 
Faulcon 20 Diſburſs in Surrat, &c. for Cuſtomes ' in and 
— out 
2010. [a Charge Merchandiſe in all the Fatlories 
— In Ships expercer for Proviſions 
In Houſe expences 2500 l. and Fattors wages 
13321 inal, is 
In Houſe-rent, and Kiſhme Caftle 401 1. in 
Preſents 633 |. in all 


Disburſt in S»rrat this yeare 
And there remained for Inveſtments 
for next yeare for England 


In «April 1626. 


The (ompany ſent out upon five Ships in Goods 
and Moneys from England 
$b. Tu. And by the Pallgrave and Dolphin, who were 
Williom #09 beaten from their Port the laſt yeare by the 
Bleſſing %0o Portugals, in Goods and Money, as appeares 


re . 
—_— _ In all for this years Inveſtments 


(friftoph. 490 Summe carried over to the outward Marg. 


OO — 


3150. 


— 


| ns 


1034 
29929.29929 


ce —— — — 


10632 


_—_—_— — 


90710 


_25486 
116196 
116196 

where- 


AE ne. 
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Summe brought over from the outward Margent 116196. 
thereof Was ſent to Bantam and Mullapatan is Þ<. 
Good! 19413 
And to Perſia in Goods and Money? 39265 
Diſburſt in Surrat for ('uſtomes in and out 5817 
Is Charge Merchandiſe in ſundry Fattories 4152 
By Fattors wages on Shore 1350 
By Houſe-rent in all their Fattorzes 265 
By Ships expences for Proviſions 4876 
By Preſent in all their Fattors's 698 
Ry Houſe expences in all their Faftories 2256 * 


Summes disburſt in Surrat is 


And there remained for inveſtments 
for the next year 


758092.78092 


381 14 


_———— a — 


T his yeare 1626, the Do/phin was promiſed to be ſent home, No hip ſenc 
there being at leaſt ;600. Bales of Goods ready houſed in $,yr- dome this year, 
rat and Raneale, beſides Pepper, notwithſtanding all which, 2*%8" faircly 
there was ſent home no Ship that yeare, to the preat hinde- — 

h f th And Go0ds 
rance and dil cartening of the Generall Adventurers, as ap- enough in a 
pexres by the Companies Letters of the 12. of Afarch 1627, readine's for 1, 
wherein they did heavily complaine for want of Returnes thar 5*'ps lating, 
yeare, by which it may be _—_— conjectured, there had *"* © Ships 1n 
ſome private order been given trom fome particular Commit- eo” Tan 
rees, not to ſend any Indicoe home that yeare elſe could it not 'Palſgrave boo 
pollible be, chat having eight great Ships in Ports, idle, and fam 808 
without imployment,and ſo many Goods in a readinefle, which Bleing $0 
loit one whole yeares returne, to the no ſmall prejudice of the —_— 608 
Adventurers, there ſhould be committed ſo great an overſight _—_— , - 
and atter ſo great and juſt complaints, not to be queſtioned for ( #1/t075. 459 
it at coming home, when my 'elfe, who ſucceeded him, upon Fain x50 


2 receipt _bo 


> O—— 
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receipt of thoſe complaining Letters, endeavouring to ſalve up 
that errour, and reincourage the Adventurers, did engage my 
ſelfe at Intereſt, for upwards of 120 thouſand pounds,and ſent 
and brought them home upon eight great Ships the two fol- 
lowing yeares, Goods which coſt in India upwards of 210 
thouſand pounds, was for the ſame cauſe, and no other, ſent 
for home in a diſgracefull manner, as | ſhall in its due place 
make knowne, to the admiration and wonderment of all the 


.generall Adventurers. 


p In eApril 1627. 
T he Company ſent ont in fix Ships for Surat 
._- m_ in —_ and Goods p Poſe 
Hers 600 And from Bantam was ſent iu Goods 
tl _ In all 
By fuge 150 Wheres was ſent to Perfia in Goods and Money 
Scous 39 And to Bantam in Goods | 
—— And ts Mocha in the Red Sea, in Goods 
2430+ D;ſbwrſt in Surrat for Cuſtomes in and out 
By Ships expences for Provifens 
By Houſe expences in all the Fattories 
By Houſe rent in alt the Fattories 
By Charge Merchandiſe in all the Fatloriet 
By Fattors wages on the Shore 
By Preſents in all the F attories 


Disburſed in all 
And there remained for Inveſt. 
ments for the next yeare 


Tanuary 1627, 
Sd. Tun. And the ſame yeare was ſent home upos three 
Palſgrave $00 S hips, Goods which C oſt 
Dolphin 600 eAnd in April following, wpon the Ship Wil. 
Diſcovery 600 liam, Goods which coſt 
Acct Tinca Sent home this yeare 


*—_ 


2800 


—_— 


51391-51391 


19850 


—— 


90569 


71816 
162385 


_—c— 
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In April 1638. 
T he Company ſent out two Ships to Surrat in A 
Goods ard Money: 61345 
And from Bantam was ſent in Goods 7378 
In all 68723 
BY hereof was ſent for Perſia in Good! and Montys 6400 = on 
And to Mocha, is the Red Sea, in Goods 2800 : Expodition _—_ 
Diſburſt in Surrat for (. oftomes in and out 6676 c—— 
By Ships expences for Proviſions 3547 1150, 
By Houſe expences in all the Fattories 1973 — 
By Charge Merchanasſe in all the Fattories 3373 
By Fattors Wages on the Shore 1225 
By Houſe-rent wn all the F attories 165 
By Preſents in all the F attories to the Governors 910 
Surmme laid out 27071.27071 
And remained for Imploy<” I — 
ment for the next year 41653 
The ſame yeare in January 1628. on three a 
Ships, and in April following, mpon other = "Oi T. 
three Ships, was ſent for England Goods for 13 0000 Bleſſing bon 
$t4 400 
«April 1629, Har goo 
The Company ſent out upm the Charles, in 1. Expedition 350 
Goods and Money: 61000 dl 350 
Dsſburſt in Surrat in Cuſtomes,&Cc. in and out $400 — you 
By Ships expences for Proviſions 2500 a 
By Howſe expences in all the Fattories 2000 
By Charge Merchandiſe in all the Fattories 4500 = hh Tan, 
By Fattors Wages on the Shore 1250 _s a: 
By Howſe-rent in all the Fattories 150 
By Preſents to the Governors and Merchants 900 
Summe disburſed 16700 
 Andthere remain'd for Imploy- 
ments the next yeare 44300 


B3 And 


$h. 


ries 1001 


1890 


” — —— 
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And the ſame yeare was brought for Exgland, upon the 
Ships (Charles and fonah, Goods, which coſt in /ndia upwards 


Tu. gf fourſcore thouſand puunds, in concluſion of the ſecond and 


h 8, Rreat joynt Stock, by all which may be obſerved, that the 
— greateſt part of Returnes ſent home, was apon high intereſt in 


India, and which lay many yeares unpaid,to the exceeding pre. 
judice of the Adventurers. 

Whereas, had they ſent out 200000 |. every yeare in quick 
ſtock, as they have been often adviſed, and earneſtly intreated 
by their Factors in [ndia, that great intereſt had been ſaved, 
and the charge had increaſed nothing more than in Cuſtomes, 
and Charge Merchandiſe; but the profit, both abroad and at 
home would have been ſuch, as would have born all loſſes, 
which have happened and befalne that ation, by the impro- 
v.dent ſending home their 5hips late in the yeare, and an over- 
plus of faire guine to have incouraged the penerall Adventu- 
rers inthe purſuance of that brave and rick Trade, it rightly 
manaped. 

Being now falne upon the unhappy loſſes this trade hath ſu- 
ſtained, it will not be out of ſeaſon, to let you know how im- 
providently they ordered the returue of cheir Ships from /ndis 
late in the yeare, occaſioned chiefly for want of Rock inthe 
© ountry, to provide Goods in the belt ſeaſon, that ſo their 
Ships nught come theace in Decem/er at fartheſt, fo would 
they bring a Somer fſcaſon all the way, and at homeallo; 
wherea» coming thence in Apr1/, 2s for the mot part they bave 
done heretofore, they bring with them a Winter ſeaſon, about 
the Cape of grod Hope and all the way, & upon our own Coaſt 
alſo, winch hath occaſioned the greateſt loſſes by Sea,as wo- 
full experience hath taught the generall Adventurers: And 
cruly, if your Highnefle ſhall rightly obſerve, the conſtanc 
courlſ: of the Dutch, in ſending away their Ships about the be- 
ginning of December, together with the long experience of 
their Ships ſafe and ſeaſonable arivall in Holland, and the 
Companies many loſſes, and hazardous adventures, they have 
fun upon thoſe Ships, wluch have come thence lo late in the 
yeare ; you cannot but conclude, thoſe that managed that 
ation, {0 have been, and (hill are, molt wiltully umprovident 

in 
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in their way of trade, as if they did not defire its proſpericy 
and welfare : And no lefle careleſſe were they in the over- 
charge of ſhipping, and unreaſonable burthen of unneceſſary 
ſervants at home; notwithitanding the many and often com- h 

: | ; U nnecefl ar y 
plaints of the general Adventurers, even of late, when we had 
not in ſock above a hundred four thouſand pounds;our charge _— bad 
was as much here at home, and. much more abroad, than and at hwme, a 
when we had that great ſtock of 1600 thouſand pounds, yet very great hin- 
could they not prevaile with chat Court co leſſen this heavy ©3050 2 or 
burchen of unneceſſary charge. mall Rock. 

In Anno 2627. 

We had on our hands in S»rrat onely, twelve great Ships, I we've grent 
with little or no ſtock wherewith to imploy them, as may ap- — _— 
peare by che foregoing account, and their owne Letters ofthe m— _ ona 
12 of March 1627. when the fame year we ſent to Bantam imploy them, 
Goods for 118891. which was ſcarce 100 tunnes of tunnage, 
upon eight of the greateſt Ships, ſix whereot went from Ban- 
tam On a Wildgoole Chaſe about the Iſland of S. Lawrence, in 
ſearch of the Portugalls Carrackes, but never looked out for 
them, nor came neare the place of their wonted rande- 
voure, 

All which Ships, with thoſe ſent out the yeare following, 
notwithſtanding our ſmall means then in. the country (and | 
left by my Predeceflor, forty fix thouſand pounds in debt at 
intereſt | were laden for England and Bantam, and thence 
home, with large Cargazones, as by the foregoing account 
and relation following ; which, that your Highneſle may the 
better underſtand, I will give you ſome particular Clauſes of 
the Companies owne Letter ot the 12 of Afarch 1627. allu- 
ding to the not ſending home of the Dolphin, according to 
promiſe, and their own acknowlegement of the great number 
of ſhips we had upon our hands, and little ſtock wherewith to 
lade them home. 

T he { lanſe of the Companies Letters 
X 12 March 1627. 

The wgnt of our expe&-d returnes from you this yea"e,hath Blime fo: noe 
much diſheartened our Adventurers, and difinabled us from (roding bo ne 
lending you ſuch ſupplies, as we deſired to dye,for w! i.h om 10 yEU'Ys 


. th. ;vEvtitrace. 
tion 


The gencra!l 
Adverrurers 
dCiſhexrrencd 
for want of re- 
turnes, 


Expreſs come 
mand ro lend 
home all thcir 
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ſion of yours ſo direQly againſt your writing to us in your 
Letter, and ſo contrary to our continuall advice to you, we 
cannoc chuſe but blame you much, ſeeing our advice in every 
of our Letters, for many yeares together, was that you would 
not faile to ſend us home returnes yearly, in ſuch ſeaſon as 
you could; for the ſaid Returns are the life of Trade, both in 
regard of heart and meanes; wherefore we muſt needes lay 
againe, that you did not well in the omiſſion thereof, for you 
have thereby much diſappointed our expeRations, and ſeeme 
very {lightly to have regarded our advice. 
eAnother. 

By reaſon of the great nun.ber of Ships, which we have 
there upon our exceeding great charge, as you well know, ten 
great Ships, and cwo Finnaces, if Captain Hall s Fleet be ſafely 
there(as we hope they are)we have therefore thought good to 
furniſh and tend you but two ſhips for this yoyage, namely,the 
Zenah of Boo. tunnes, and the E xpedition of 350. and howſo- 
ever, as we laid before, the Adventurers are much diſhearten- 
ed tor lack of returnes from you this yeare; yet have we, with 
much difficulty, prevailed with chem for a concluſion of this ſe- 
cond joynt Stock, and beft advancement of the ſame, to ſend 
you a reaſonable lupply of Money and Goods, in theſe our two 
Ships, whereby you may be the better provided, not only to 
lade home themſelves,but all the reſt of ourShips there ajſo, for 
whom you have not ſufficient ſtock there already, knowing 
that thoſe you ſhall not lade home, will m one yeare eat out 
more than their own worth, in mens wages & victuals only be- 
ſides the wearing out of themſelves, their furniture, ores and 
proviſions (as coſtly experience hath taught us) which duly 
recommended, you will acknowledge what damage we ſultain, 
by keeping our ſhips there unreturned. wherefore we pray 
you, at any hand, to relade them all away with all expedition, 
that ſo we may have the whole returns of this our ſecond joynt 
Stock from thence, upon its own adventure, without any la 
or remaine (if poſſible) or as few as may be to be nenkbaned 
ro our next joyne ſtock, for erection whereof we havg reſolved 
preſently afcer diſpatch of theſe two ſhips,to ſend torth a Book 
amongſt the Adventurers for a new Sublcription, __ we 

aye 


have hitherto deferred, untill we might ſee what concluſion Promiſe of en? 
the Kings Majeſty will make for ns with the Dutch which is [2rg*ment of 
now but newly in handling, as ina former clauſe is more Gatos qr 
largely expreſſed : upon our faid next Accompt we ſhall al — ” 
God-willing enlarge our trade for Sxrrar, and furniſh it A | 
more amply than ever heretofore we have done : In the mean 

time, fail not to relade home all our ſhips if it be poflible for 

the Adventure of this preſent ſtock. 

By the former clauſe of the ſaid Companies Letters your 
Highneſs may plainly ſee how much they did blame the Pre- Bl ime for noe 
ſident thenin being, for not ſending the ſhip Ds/phin home (ending home 
that year, according to promiſe : And by the ſecond, how *** Þ+{9n ac- 
earneſtly they deſire ſpeedy return of all their ſhips, That ©**""3 ** 
the Adventurers were ſo diſheartned for want of Returns, Which diſs 
( the life of crade ) that they had with much difficulty pre- bearrneth Ad- 
vailed with them to ſend out more Srock : That if their ſhips war mma, ag 
were kept out but one year longer they would eat out them. '**4i"g 0ut 
ſelves in ViQuals, and mens Wages, with ſundry other ex. *** _ 
preſſions to this purpoſe. 

All which I conceiving had been really meant and inten- The Auth: uc 
ded, according to the tenor of their ſaid Letters : And out of ingaged for a- 
an earneſt delireto revive that declining trade then gaſping 99 '20thou- 
for breath of large ſupplies ; And to reincourage the Ad- land pounes bt 
venturersto a new and large Subſcription for another Stock por +: wu 
did ingage my ſelf for upward of 120:thouſand pounds in y,,,;., 
India (as | ſaid before) at Intereſt, and in [anwery 1628, ſent a 
them home three ſhips, and in 4pri/ following other three did ſend home 
ſhips, with Goods to the value of 130 thouſand pounds in {= hips with 
Tudia : ww Predeceſſor having the foregoing year, upon $g004s coſt 130 
four ſhips ſent and carried home Goods to the value of 170 theuland hin 
thouſand pounds in /»d;4 ; And upon the Maurice, Mary, _y oo” 
Fawlcon, and Chriſtopher for Bantam, in Goods for ; 5 thou- ( C On 
ſand pounds: And in April 1630, 1 followed my ſelf with bome mn wa 
Goods upon the Charles, and lonah, which colt in India at *Dovuſand lib. 
_ oo thouſand pounds. _ four ſhips 

| their ſhips being thus returned in ſafety, and fu 0 JE 
with rich Goods with which the yg er were _— —_ gre : 
couraged, above 600 thouſand pounds clear gained little ——— 
C leſſe 18004 !, 


Above 600 leffethan 160 thouſand pounds faved in ſhipping, ing, the lives 

thouſand i, of near 2000 land and ſeamen preſerved, which elſe bad pe- 

SnGrd 1; Tiſhed;And the aQton raiſed from 45 & 50,to 112 { per cen. 

ſaved in ſhip- | according to their own valuation : 1 did expe not onely 

ping and 2066 thankfull acknowledgment from the Court of Committees, 
mens lives pre- as | had from the generall Adventurers, but even a lar 

lerved. —_— for this my good ſervice : but ſo farre were t 

former from giving me any, either thanks, or reward, that 

preſently upon the Arrival of thoſe fix ſhips, ſent them 

from Sarrat, in one year, they feot out another to ſupply 

my place, calling for me home, under colour of a Private 

A fine of 2500 [Fader onely, kept 5oo li. from me for wages, 300 li. due 

Ii. laid on me £0 Me by their Purſers books, and 12 hundred and 50 pounds 

for doiog roo Paid into the third joint Stock, above ten years denied me 

much good allowance for ſupplying the prime Places of charge and com- 

ſervice, mand in Izdia, to maintain the credit and reputation there- 

of, coft me at leaſt 100 li, a year extraordinary for the four 

firſt years when 1 was Accomptant ; and 250 li. a year for 

three years from the time I was choſen Preſident, when as 

thoſe that ſupplied the place of Accomptant both before and 

ſince my time had 200 h, a year, and the place of Preſident 

| 500 li. a year ; andin the clole of all, after two years atten- 

For which they dance, without laying to my charge any diſhoneſt aRion, 

told me I bad They ſhamed not in a moſt injuſt and illegal way, themſelves 

— _ being both Judges and Parties in their own cauſe, to aſſume 

ſunk their ſhips ſach arbitrary power as to lay a fine of 25-0 hi. upon me, 

in che ſcs, or Which I ing to pay, and preſiing hard for a Reward for 

fired themin my ſervices done the ty of Adventurers ; ſome 

die, of the great Committees let not to tell me divers times, in & 

publick and full Court of Committees(what others had often 

done in private) That I had done them better ſervice if I had 

ſunk cheir ſhips in the Seas, or fired them in /»dis, than | did 

by ſeading and bringing them home ſo richly laden, wherein 

had thoſe diſhoneſt Managers of that ation ſuffered alone 

by thoſe many ſhips and goods that have been ſunk in the 

ſeas and fired in /xdia,both before and ſince (and not fallen 

apon the general Adventurers) it had been but a juſt recom- 


peale for their ingratitude both to God and man. A 
| 
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Here is « myſtery beyond ordinary apprehenſion or com- 
mon reaſon, not to be diſcerned but by thoſe that have nar- 
rowly ſearched into their unjuſt waies , which that your 
Hrghneſſe may the better underſtand 1 hall humbly deſire 
your Highneſle to look back unto the end of Anne 1638, 
and beginning of 1629, when they had a very great parcel 
of Indico come home upon the Pal/greve, Dolphin, Diſco 
very, and William, of value above 200 thouſand pounds ; a 
parcel too big for any one, or a few to meddle with, yet muſt 
not be ſold but in grofle and altogether ; upon this great 
parcell (as I have been informed, and that moſt truly) did 
ſome particular Grandees, rich Committees, Aidermen,&c. 
calt an eye of private intereſt, and the better to work their 
own ends, and diſcourage other men from medling there- 
with, they did cunning]y fell off ſome ſmall parcels of Indico 
formerly bought at under-rates, by this means beating down 
the price and delaying to pat the other to ſale for almoſt a 
whole year, untill themſelves were provided of monies and 
a ſeaſon ficting their own diſhoneſt intentions, which could 
not be untill chey were aſſured the ſhips that went that year 
for India were gone clear from off our coaft, having in their 
Letters by thoſe ſhips given order unto their Preſidevt and 
Councel in S»rratt to buy no more Indico except at 8, or 
9 Rupies the Maund ; a price not known in our time, nor 
yet many years before ; which was as much as to ſay, Buy Order ſent in- 
none at all; which they durſt not plainly ſay, left the reſt of 2 7944 wy 
the Court, not privie to their deceitſal deſign ſhould dif- 7... 
cover it. 

The ſhips thus gone with this adviſe, which they believed Aa Court of 
would have been obſerved in India, (as it might have been, Sales called ia 
if timely given) they forthwith cauſed a Bill of Sale for this * moR lure. 
great parcel of Indico to be ſet upon the Pillars in the Ex- ng _ 
_ at Eight daies warning ( which if 1 be not miſinfor- {1c;, Jn or. 
med ) ought yer own orders of Court, to have been at gers of Cour:. 
Eight weeks, that ſo men might bave had time to joyn to- 
gether, —_— provide monies, or ſecurity for ſo great 
and vaſt fummes as that parcel would and did amount unto. 


C3 This 


The Indico 
fold at under- 
value, at rebate 
for months, 
40 mo: which 
i533 per cen, 
and 15 per cent, 
the impoſt of 
6 d. per lib. is 
4s percent, 
gains, before tr 
poe out of tbe 
nd, 


A moft noto« 
rious abule to 
the Adventu- 
res, 


T he diſhone-» 
Ay of their ſcr- 
vants,in giving 
overweight co 
their Maſters 
to preſerve fa« 
Your. 


The ſame 2- 
buſe in x 
ther commo- 
dicies, 
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This Day of Sales being come, few Buyers appeared, (but 
thoſe combined to out-bid all offers) that durſt adventure 
upon ſo great a parcel as that was, eſpecially ſeeing a great 
and rich Alderman make the firft offer (though low) and 
back*d with divers other of his kindred, friends, and Co- 
partners, whom they feared to diſpleaſe ; It was ſuddenly 
put to the Candle, (a fine Cheat, where a cunning Secretaty 
bath the art of Extinguiſhing) which was ſoon out ; and the 
commodity his at a lower price than ever ſold at before ; And 
that at five, ſix months-day of payment, upon rebate at 10 li, 
per cent. for five, eight months paying in ready money, as 
they did,rebating for 40 months,which is 33 © pey cent, which 
with 6d. upon every pound of Indico for impoſt which they 
received back after the rate of 10 groats a pound, which is 3 s. 
apon every 20 s, Or-15 per cent. more, which together makes 
48 *. per cent. a preſent and ſure gain, before the commodity 
went Out of the River, which if ſold abroad, at the ſame price 
it coft here is a fair recompenſe for what they loſt with the 
generality in the under rate they bought it at. 

Adde hereunto the great weight and choice of the beſt of 
the Commodity given them by their own Servants : To pre- 
ſerve their favour, ſome of whom alſo ſhared with them in 
their good bargains; which great wrong and injury to the 
generall Adventurers was beyond all honeſt and faithfull 
dealing, whereunto both Maſters and Servants are, or ought 
to be every year by oath obliged ; The like abuſe is too fa- 
miliary praCtiſed in the ſale of all other Commodities, them- 
ſelyes being both Buyers and Sellers of the ſame, to the ex- 
ceeding great prejudice of the Adventurers, who have in- 
truſted them with the managing of their buſineſſe in hopes 
of fair and juſt dealing. 

But to come more neer to the myſterie it ſelf, which is, 
why the general Adventarers, ſhould ſo much applaud my 
good ſervice done for them by = them 100 thouſand 
pounds in ſhipping by | — at leaſt 2000 land and ſea- 
mans lives, which mu 
in the ſea,or fired in India, by gaining them above 600 thou- 
ſand pounds by the Goods, 1o ſent, and brought home; all 

| which 


have periſbed with their ſhips if ſunk - 
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which raiſed the Aion to 11;, per cent, as I ſaid before, 
And for the very ſame cauſe, and no other, that Court of 
Committees ſhould wiſh all thoſe Ships ſunk in the Sea , 
or fired in 1«dis, to the utter ruine of that Trade , which 
they bave endeavoured, and now brought almoſt to their 
deſired ends, as I ſhall more fully diſcover, when I come to 
diſcourſe of the Trade for the (ilke of Perſia. 

That which now troubled them was, firſt, the fruſtrating x1, artivall 
of their owne,expeRted gaines, which they had made to of 8, Ships in 
themſelves, in hopes of at leaſt two yeares time, for the fale twoyears, with 
of the ſaid Indicoe, at their owne priſes, having preſently <2 fore of 
raiſed it to 5ol.per cen.Profit, when unexpeRedly,here arrived —_ loſt 
the ſawe Summer ſixe Ships, with a ſecond great parcell of mn _ 
Indicoe which I bad bought, and provided, before their ſaid 
forbidding Letters came to my hands, and my ſelfe following Which cauſed 
the next year, with a third great parcell brought downe the inch Induma- 
piece againe, to almoſt what they had bought theirs at, iries fal! from 
which was the cauſe he and they loſt of their hoped for gains, _ <a dif 
and moved ſuch inhumanities to fall from them, faire and cus wn " 
true expreſſions of their evil affeRion to thoſe ſo rich Trades T 
of India, &c. 

A ſecond was, a croſling their deſigne of buying all the ang croding 
Adventures of the Nobility, Gentry; Widdowes and Or- their baic de- 


phants, as they had bought of many, at halfe their value, as ngne of buying 
of Adventu. 


will plainly appeare by their owne accompts ; propoſing a- _ 
mongh themſelves, to ingroſle all Adventures, to the = O_ ks ws 
make the whole Trade their own, and gaine that compoſi- praRice. 
tion, expeRed from the Dutch, wholly to themſelves, an 
intention, as foule, as falſe, to the betrayed trult of the Ad- 

venturers, 

Andit will be no hard matter to prove that ſome of the @:der for ns 
preſent Grar:dees, and ruling Gommittees, who having late- mock Pepper 
ly ingroſſed all the Pepper ot two yeares returnes, at baſe *9 be len: 
and low prizes, did ſo order the buſineſſe in /ndia, that no p34 35 ws 

| rmearly given 
more Pepper ſhould be ſent home the following yeare, as {,, 1,4? in 
formerly they did upon the like occaſions, forbid any more p;ejudice of the 
Indico to be bought, not regarding the great loſſe the gene= Adventucers, 


rall Adventurers did ſultaine by keeping a great Ships 
C ladeing 


16) 
efelaget Pepper in Ind, a whole yeare, which might have 
been ſent home one year ; which Ship, and Pepper, 
was in great danger, to befurprized by the Dutch, for want 
of timely advice given their FaQors of the breach of Peace, 
as if in heart they defired the Ship and Pepper might be ta- 
The Pepper Ken by them, or periſh at Sea. But God Almighty fruftra- 
Ships long de- ted their defires, and brought in the Ship to P meth in ſafe- 
renionin Pli- ty, where ſhe lay fome Moneths, with faire windes, rather 
_ —_ wilfully detained by their under-hand dealing, than for want 
ou: 3 myRerie . ; 
if well examis Of Convoy, Which muſt be laid upon the Council of States 
nep, failing in their promiſed ſupply ; an old trick ot that Courr, 
to fling ſcandals upon the Supreame Power, in all their ge- 
neral meetings,as they did heretofore, when ever the Dutch's 
Wrongs and Injuries vere in queſtion, the Supreame Powers 
muſt bear the blame, when themſelves never made other than 
flight addrefſes unto them, as more willing they ſhould not 
be compoſed, untill their owne deſignes were perfected. 
Another heavy abuſe to the generall Adventures, was 
theie neglect of Preſling the late King, and preſent Goun- 
cil of State, for the leſſening of the over-great Impoſt laid 
upon Indico, Pepper, and other /ndia Commodities,” which 
* e decauſe in former times, when Indico was worth ys. and 75. 
oo _ 4 ©* 6d. a pound, and Pepper, 3s. 4d. a pound, there was laid up- 
Foes ofſo On Indico 6d. and Peper 2d. a pouud I|mpoſt,and now Indico 
great profit to being fallen one third part in price, and Pepper to r2d. a li. 
the Commic- they are not able to beare it; the Generall Adventurers, at 
rees, thattbey qmany meetings, have complained, as a negle& in the Gover- 
GOGIINNE. nours, and Court of Committees, not eecally informing the 
bey ought, Counnil of State of this over-charge ; they have been made 
believe it is not their fault, having earneſtly importuned the 
Council of State to leſſen that great impoſt on Pepper, &c. 
but could never prevaile, when indeed they have been ſo far . 
from preſling it, that they rather deſire its continuance,as to 
them more beneficiall,in the buying of theſe commodities. As 
for Example, 
Suppoſe there be in a Stock 100.thouſand pounds /as there 
is little more in that now in being) and that a Cemmitree 
man have 1 oo0ol. Stock, Adventure therein, which is one 


bun» 
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dC i wt, and there is two Nillions of 

pounds of Pepper come home this year, which at 12d. the 

pound makes one hundred pounds, which at 2 d. the Therefore why 

pound impoſt is, 16666 |. 13 s. 4d. upon the whole; the 100 jo vanpengy 
whereof, is, 16G |, 13 s. 4d. which the ſaid Committee- —_ ck 

man loſeth in the whole parcel! with the Generall Adventu- poſt of Peppec 

rers ; but this Committee-man buyeth this 100000 pounds taken of, is 

worth of Pepper,and ſhipping it out again within 12 months, *b*ir own pri- 

bath 2 d. for every pound of Pepper allowed him back for Ye 8%" a 

Impoſt, which is, 16666 1, 1 3s. 4d. ſo as here remains clear © "_ 

of gains, 165001, before the Commodity is gone out of the 165991. 

Land, withont any advantage at all to the generall Adven= = 

turers, who may not wonder if the Court of Committees de- 

fire not the taking off chis great Impoſt, th ſenſilbe 

edough of their betrayed Truſt, and breach of Oath, to 

_ all chings inan upright way, and for the Generall 


$0900C. 

But were all choſe that have the managing of that Aion 
here at home, bound, both by Oath and Bond, from being If the Com- 
Buyers and Sellers of the Companies Commodities, neither minee-nen 
dire&ly for themſelves,nor indirectly by other men for them, —_ bound 
no Aldermen, nor great rich men, would trouble themſelves CU 
to be Committee-men, as now they do ; a courſe moſt injuſt Conmat 
and diſhoneſt, to inrich themſelves by the ruine of the Ad- Commodities, 
venturers, which hath ever been, and will be ſo, untill duly dey would ne- 
reformed by the States, taking the Acton into their own name x to be 
protection, or laying it open and free for every man, that is a 
willing to trade into the remote parts of 7»dis, and be Ma- 
ſters of their own Goods, both abroad and at home, to dil- 
poſe of them to their own beſt advantage; for Joynt Stocks 
do now too plainly appeare to be the worſt of Monopolies, 
asthis hath been the moſt burefull chat ever was to this Na«- 
ri0n. 

Noris your Highneſs and State a little abuſed by this man- 
ner of returning of Impoſt upon all /:dis Goods, that are 
tranſported within 12 Moneths, as accuſtomed, if not done 
by, and for the generall advdenturers account, to which end 


I ſuppoſe it was granted as a thing jult and equal! — 
other 


<. 
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Perhaps none 
ac all, [but as a 


Freeman. 


other Merchants ; but with this Company, the 


(18) = 
ter part 
(if not all) of the Gommodities brought out of of /ndis, are 
bought, and Ship out again by particular Committee-men, 
that, peradventure, have not above 3. or 4co. |. adventure 
inthe whole Stock; What reaſon is there, that that man 
that hath bur 300. 1. adventure (perhaps none at all, but as a 
Free-man) ſhall buy for 10, 2@,30,4000. |. or more, in any 
Commodity, and receive back the Impoſt of the whole, wich- 
out any benefit at all to the generall Stock, which firſt paid 
it, but ſo much reall loſs to the State; for, ſuppoſe a Come 
mittee-man of 3001. adventure, buyeth a parcell of Pepper 
worth 100co | which he ſhippeth out within 1. months 
(according to the former evill Cuſtom Jwhereby he hath 2 d. 
inthe pound Impoſt returned, which comes to 16661. 13 s, 
4 d. whereas his due. is but 331.65. 8. the Impoſt of 300. 
pounds worth of Pepper, whereby this Committee-man gains 
in one year, almoſt five times his whole adventure, and fo 
proportionably, if he buy for 20. 30. 50. or 100. thouſand 
pounds worth of Pepper, as ſome men have often bought, to 
the great inriching of themſelves, without any advantage at 
all co the Company in generall, and great loſs to the State , 
for theſe many years paſt, which may be, for the future, re- 
medied. This being one prime reaſon, that ſo many Alder- 
men, and preat rich men, become Committe- men, and are 
Buyers and Sellers of their own Commodities, at their own 
prices, and long time, with rebate for 8. moneths for every 
6.moneths a notorious abuſe to the generall Adventurers, as 
I have ſaid elſe-where, and may be worthy your Honours 
and States conſideration, in prevention of future abuſes in 
this kind. It is not ſo with the Merchant that tradeth into 
other parts, ifhe bring in a Commodity that finds not that 
vent for it here,as he can have elſe-where,ſhippeth out again 
all, or part, receives back the Impoſt he bimſelf formerly 
paid, which is but juſt, but theſe Commuttee- men of the £aſt- 
India Company receive back the Impoſt, not onely of what 
concerns their own proportion of ſtock, but even what the 
whole body of Adventurers did formerly pay, and wherein 


they themſelves had no reall intereſt, an abuſe worthy refor- 
mation 


mation for the future,as having bin ſome years 40.0r Fo0000!. 
loſs, and more, to the State, as will appear upon the exami- 
nation of their Accounts, 

By the foregoing diſcourſe, your Highneſs may in part ſee The improvi- 
the improvident way of trade, thoſe great and wiſe men did dent way of 
Tun, even when they had fo large and plentifull means, as was ny = — 
that of the ſecond and great Joynt Stock : But when your þ,ve prafiiled, 
Highneſs ſhall conſider how wiltully negligent they have appearsin negs 
been of the trade between Port and Port, in /ndja it ſelf, you 14% of trade , 
will, with admiration, wonder that fuch wiſe and underſtan- _ 4 — 
ding Merchants, as they were, ſhould commit ſuch groſs er- ;,7.; —_ 
rours; if not done on purpole to ruine the Aion, which 
that your Highneſs may the better apprehend, and ice the 
difference between the immediate trade from * £»gl/and to 
Swrratt, and Mwnſlapatay, and thence back again for Ex- 
gland, and that of one or two years imployment between 
Surratt, or Mxſlapatan, and the Southern parts, as to Ban- 
tham, Acheen, Macaſſar, &c. and thence back again to Sur- 
rat,or Muſlapatan, and io for England. 

Suppoſe there be twenty thouſand pound in Rialls of Eight, 12 *Þe (ending 
and Goods ſent to Swrrat, or Maſlapatan, which might yeild wag wow 

rat,there to be 
there five or ſix thouſand pounds profir, allowing :co0 |. to jnyefted in 
defray charges there, and there remains 230co 1. to be in- Goods for E1+ 
veſted in Indico and Callicoes, &c. which ſent direRly for 8/414, may 
England,might, according to accultomed computation, have Y*"< d*re 
yeilded here three for one, or 69 thouſand pounds, from ****? © 
which, allow 15 thouſand pounds for fraight, aſſurance, for- 
bearance of their money, cultomes, and other charges, and 
there remains 34 thouſand pounds clearly gained; a faire 
recompence, if no unhappy lols befall it : but it that 23000 1, B't inveſted n 
in Swrrat, had been inveſted in Commodities, fittings AMa- DG for Sg 
caſſ ar, Acheen, f aniby, and Bantham,would have yeilded two an yon 
tor one, at lealt. clear ot all charges, or 46 thouſand pounds; ;nvelted in 
which again re-invelted in Cloves,, Maces, Nutmegs, Lignum Goods for $ur- 
Allois, 1 urtle ſhells, Camphir,Benjamin,China roots, Pepper, '® 2g» aad 
end other Druggs, would bave made in Swrrat and Perſia, then rr Engl. 
at lealt two for one more, or 920001. from which allow ae wag 
30c00 |. for cuſtomes, &c. charges, and there had remained +1 £090 1» 

D 720c0 |. 
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72000. to be inveſted in Indico, Callicoes, &c. for England, 
which at three for one, is here 216000 |. a large Recompence 
for one or two years ſtay longer in [xdi«; all which, as a 
reall cruth, will appear by their own Accounts, and the teſti- 
moay of their Servants, that have been in thoſe imployments. 
'T his was the manner of trade uſed by the Portugalls and 
Dutch, to their exceeding preart profit,as appeared to all the 
world; yet wou'd our Court of Committees not be perſwa. 
ded thereunto, untill of late yeares, when Trade was over- 
laid by the Dutch, and Shame, and the urgent preſſures jos 
Mr. Smithwick, and others, upon my information of the 
trade of /ndja,began to look more rarrowly into their impro- 
vident rang ws negle& of crade,did inforce them thereunto. 
Having thus far inlarged m diſcourſe, on the want of ſtock 
in [ndia, ill managing of that little ſent out, with an over- 
charge of Shipping, without 1imployment tor them : 1 will 
proceed to that of Perſia. 

1 am now come to diſcourſe of that, no lefs rich than pro- 
fitable trade for Si|k of Perſia, wherein I ranilt ingenuouſly 
confeſs I was in a Labyrinth of admiration and wonderment, 
when | conſidered the many inconveniences and miſchiefs , 
which the ruine of this trade hath brought upon that of the 
Eaſt Indies inparticular,and theCommon-wealth in general]: 
had it fallen alone, and periſht upon its own ruines, it had 
been a moſt heavy loſs to this Nation : but to be the means 
and the cauſe of the loſs of all the Mollncca lHlands,and with 
them the beſt of the trade of /ndia, China and 7apoy, to the 
ut £eakable prejudice of the Adventurers in the ſeveral Joynt 
Stocks, 1s worthy due conſideration. 

Foktfic Eaſt India Aion, ſtrengthened with that preat 
and powerfull means, as was the ſecond Joynt Stock, was 


able (if wiſely managed) to have carryed all the beſt of the 


Mollucca Iſlands, and other trades in /ndia, China, and 7a- 
pox, in deſpight of all the force the Portugals or Dutch 
could have ſet in oppoſitior,, had it not met with many evil 
diſpoſed people of their own Society, bound by Oath and 
publique Truft to advance that Action, to the utmoſt of their 


power and beſt endeayours. 


| Such 


hy 


b 


21 
Such were the Portugal! Merchants, who, that they might 
have the furniſhing of Eng/and, with all forts of Spices, Indi- 
co, and other /#4ia Commodities, as heretofore did rather 
deſire the Portugall might hold that Trade to themſelves, as 
in former times. 

Such alſo were the Merchant Adventurers, who ( beſides 
many of them more interelt in the Dutch Aion, than the 
Engliſh) rather defired the Dutch ſhould injoy the whole 
trade of /n4ia, than the Engliſh or Portugals, that ſo they 
might have Spices, and other /xa4ia Commodities, wherein to 
make returns in a more profitable way, than by exchange, as 
they do, to loſs. 

Yet were both theſe of lictle or no conſideration (ſetting 
apart that generall diſlike, that the State ſhould have any 
power or command in their Plantations) in reſpe&t of the 
Turkey Merchants, who would that neither the Portupals, 
Dutch, nor Engliſh, might injoy thoſe fo rich trades of [ndia, 
&c. much leſs that of the S11k of Perfaa, that they onely might 
Jupply England, and other parts, with all thoſe fore-ment19- 
ned Commodities from «A/exanir14, eſpecially with the Silk 
of Per/ia,*from Allepps, Smyrna, and other Ports of T wr- 


ey, 
Nor did theſe reſt here onely, for they ſeeing that if the 
trade of /nd;a did proſper, and go on in a thriving way, that 
Stock, in few years, would be able to bring all the Silk of Pey- 


ſia, by way of [ndia; rather than which, the whole trade of 


India, with all thereunto belonging, muſt be loft, and that 
great Joynt Stock conſumed ina moit i 
rrade, as before related, that fo they might as they did ) dit- 
courage and weary out all the Nobility, Geutyy, Widdowes 
and Orphans,intereſſed therein,to ſell off thei? Adventures at 
halt their value co themſelves, as | {aid before. 

And the better to carry on this deſign, for ruming the 
trade of /»dia, and Stock, they ſtrengthen themſelves with 
Governours, Deputies, and moſt of Commitrees of their 
own Society, of F #rkey Merchants, that upon all occations 
they might over-rule all oppoſition, as they did that mol! 
noble and brave propoſition of Sir Robere Sherley, for fetling 
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the faple of that rich Commodity of ſilke in England; A 
cung much deſired of the King of Perſia, to divert the 
yr evenue,the Grand Senior (his mortall enemy) made 

y the Cuſtomes, &c. of the ſaid Silk, in hopes whereof, and 
in conſideration of the aid the Engliſh gave him againſt the 
Portugals, in ſurpriſing the Iſland, and City of Ormw, he 
granted to the Nation thoſe many and preat Priviledpes, ſuch 
as the Nation injoyes in no part of the World beftdes : All 
which they have ſo negleted, with that ſo commodious 
Contract made with the King of Perſia, that ina manner, 
both Trade and Priviledpes are of little value or conſiderati- 
on at this day, inreſpe&t of what they might have been, if 
rightly managed. 

Be pleaſed here alſo to obſerve the moſt unjuſt and diſho- 
neſt carriage of their buſineſle, in oppoſition to the ſaid Sir 
Robert Sherley, lo notoriouſly contrary to the true intereſt of 
the Eaſt 1xdia Attion, that nothing was, or could be pro- 
poſed as more advantapious to the ſaid Company, than was 
that of ſetling the Staple of the Silk of Perſia in England,yet 
did that over-ruling power of T#rkey Merchants, not onely 
procure an Ambaſſadour from Perſia into England, but ſo 
prevailed with the late King to ſend another from hence 
with the ſaid Sir Rebert Sherley, into Perſe, at the great and 
vaſt charge of the Eaft India Company, which did properly 
belong to the Turkey Company, whoſe intereſt it really was, 
and ſo far from prejudice to the Eaft India Company, as 
nothing could be more advantagious to them, nor more 
honourable to the State and Common-wealth of England, 
than would that Staple of Silk have been, if rightly managed 
to its belt advantage, as I ſhall make appear in my following 
diſcourſe. 

Having in ſome meaſure ſhewed your Highneſſe the evil 
afte&tion of ſeverall Committees in that Government, but 
eſpecially of that of the Turkey Merchants ; I will briefly 
lay down the manner of the ſaid Companies complying with 
that Contract made with the ſaid King of Perſ64, in the beſt 
of times, by the yearly Stock ſent thither from England, du- 
ring my abode in /ndia, not at all, or very little, inlarged 
ſince, 


ſince, except one yeare, in Tinne, acommodity of leaſt ex- 
pence, lay therefore many yeares before it was quite ſpent ; 
Hereby any judicious man, may eaſily perceive their 
affe&ion to that Trade,which done,l will ſhew your Highnes 
how commodious, rich, and profitable that Trade would 
have bin to that company in particular, and yet may be to 
the whole Common-wealth in generall, if rightly ſerled and 
managed to its belt advantage, viz.. 


In Anno 1624. was /ent toPerlia, Stock, 
In Anno 1625. was ſent in Money and Giodas 3445 
In Anno 16.6. in Go'ds and Money? 
In Anno 1627. in Gooas and Money: 
In Anno 1628. in Goods and Moneys 
In Anno 1629, Nuthing. 


In ſix years was ſent in Stock 


Here the Annuall Inveſtments for Perſia from England, 
in ſix yeares, (one Year excepted) was ſcarce ſufficient to 
maintain the great Charge and expence,in that highPorr their 
Facors lived at, which conſidered, there will appear little 
Stock remaining to be inveſted in Silk : And this if your 
Highneſſe pleaſe co obſerve, inthe beſt of times, when Silk 
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was worth from four Nobles to tlurty Shillings a pound, at * 


which prices, there had been gained at leaſt three and a halt 
for one, which would have advanced their; ſtock very much 
beyond their deſires ; which, had our Company imbraced in 
any reaſonable manner, if not to the full, as they might have 
done with that great Stock then in being, two years imploy- 
ment of 300 thouſand pounds in the manner, I ſhall by and 
by lay down, would fo jar ave inlarged that Stock, as ſhould 
not onely have been able to bring all that Silk into England, 
have made this Ciry the Staple of that Commodity tor all 
Europe, but have carried all, or the greater part of the trade 
of India, China and 7apon, to the exceeding great adyance 


390000! ſtock 
would haye 
b:ought all che 
$i'k of Perſe 
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every yeare. 


_— 
of this Action, and inriching. of this Common-wealth and 
Nation, the wilfull negle& and loſs whereof,if duly weighed, 
may render the Managers of that Aion extreamly blama- 
ble,and worthy heavy reproofs from the higherPowers,unto 
_ Wiſdome , and better Judpement, ;I will leave 
them, 
_ Compa* 8 And proceed to the buſineſs it ſelf, and ſhew your High. 
4 maporogg neſs how that Trade nvght have bin followed in a moſt brave 
Ring that (© and flouriſhing way, as heretofore, often intimated to ſome 
richerade for of the principall Actors themſelves ; but they had alwayes 
J:.cof Pop. deafears to allthat was propounded unto them at any time, 
that had relation to that Trade for S11k of Perſia, though 
themſelves had the ſeverall Contracts made with the ſaid 
King, on whom they laid the blame of not complying with 
them, atall the meetings of the Adventurers, at penerall 
Courts, when indeed the blame was their own,as may appear 
by their yearly ſupplies, ſent out as before in the indancy of 
At Trade, and beſt of times, and the ContraG our people 
made with the ſaid King ; firſt in «Ann 162 :. and renewed 
again 1n 1627. as followeth, viz. 


The Contrat 
withtheK_ of 
Perfia, 162:, 


A Contraitt with the King of Perſia. 

That what quantity of Engliſh Goods the Engliſh ſhould 
import his Dominions, accompanied with one fourth part 
treaſure, the ſaid King was to take them at the prices tollow- 
Ing, v3z. 

Renemwedin Broad Cloath about 11 |, price, of 36. yards long, at 
1647. the P'l- 28 Shahees, the Coved or Engliſh yard , which is 125. 8d. 


nr ag ae % the yard, the Shahee being 4d. Engliſh, 
of Silce, Broad Perpetuanies of 23. yards long, at 15. Shahees, cr 
55. the yard. 
Dewin-ſhire Kerſies of 30. yards long , at 18. Shahees, 
or 6s, Enpliſh the yard, 


Tynne at 70. Shahees the Maundſhaw of 81. Engliſh, and 
in lieu thereof, the ſaid K. was to deliver Silk at 48. Toma: $ 
the load, every Toman is 31. 6s. 8d. Engliſh, and every load 
contains 72. Maundſhaws, of 8 |. Engl ſh, fo as 72.Maund- 
thaws of 8 |, gmakes 5761. of 16. ounces, or 384 1. of 24. 
ounces, 


ounces ; and 48. Tomans, of 31. 6s. 8d. makes 1 60l. ſterling, 
ſo as to buy 1000. load of Silke at 160l. per load, three 
fourth part Goods, and one fourth pare Treaſure, I have 
eltimated thus, ; 


3000. Broad-Cloaths, about 111. price, and #s. «©», d. 

36, yards long, amounts to 3 30Co, ©0, 00. 
2000, Kerſies of 13. yards long, at 40 ſh. 

a piece 60C09. ©0O. 00, 
3000. Perpetuanies of 23. yarcs long, at 3]. 

a piece 9000. OO, O09. 
2000. Quintals of Tinne, at 5!. the hundred 

of 1121, I 0000. 00, OO, 


168000. Rialls of Eight, at 4s 4d. per Riall 36400. 00, 00 


The whole Cargazone of Goods and Money 


to be ſent out is 94400, 00. 00, 
Whereunto adde for Cuſtomes , and other 

Charges at home 5600. ©0. ©0. 

In all amounts to 100000,90 OO 


All which delivered into the Kings Ware.houſe, at the 
priſes apreed on, 11x. 


3000. Broad-Cloaths of 36. Coveds long, at 


3$. Shahees per . a & 4 
Coved,or yard, and the Shahee at 4d. Eng, 

amounts to 68400, 00. 00, 
3000. Kerſies of 13. yards, or Coveds long, 

at 18. S$hv ices per Coved . I1I7CO. 00. 90. 
3 000, Perpetuanies of 23. yards long, at 15. 

Shahees, per Coved I 7250. 00. 00, 


2000, Quintalls of Tinne,of 1121. is 224000 1. 
© or 28000. Mand. ſhawes of 8 1. Engliſh,or 70. Shahces or 
Groats 
per Maund, amounts to 32666. 13. 4 
168000. . 
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163000. Ryalls of Eeight, at 5s.per Ryall, 42000. 00. 00, 
amounts to 
Goods and Moneys to be delivered into the 
Kings Ware-houſe 172016, 13. 04. 


e— 


In returne whereof the King was to deliver 

1000. load of Silke, of 72. Maundſhaws, 

at 48. Tomans, or 160l.ſtarling, per load 

of Silke, is / 160000. 00. 00, 
And there will remaine towards Charges £5 op 

there 12016.13. 04. 
Beſides Freight and Cuſtomes to and from 

Perſia, which may be 4983. 06. 08, 
In all towards charges there in the Countrey 17000. 00. 09, 


Which 1000, load or 2000. great bales of 
filke, weighing here 3841. at 20s. a pound, 


a moderate price,maketh 384000, 00. 00. 
From which dedut 1000001. Goods and 
Moneyes ſent out 100000. 00. 00. 


And there had been pained by the Adven- ______ 


turers the ſurame of 2 84000. 00, 00, 


A faire recompence towards Freight, Cuſtome and other 
Charges here at home, upon ſo rich and flaple a Commodity, 
and all this to be performed in 27. or 28. Moneths, for the 
firſt voyage, and afterwards in 12.0r 13, Moneths at moſt, 
ſending out ſtock every yeare. 

But it the ſtock be atgny time hereafrer,able ro ſend out, or 
otherwiſe to furniſh this trade of Perſia, with Enghſh goods, 
Spices & other India Commodities, to the value of 300. thou- 
fand pounds every year,with one quarter partMoney,as | ſa:d 
before, it will bring 3000. loade,or 6000 great bales of ſilke, 
which is the proportion conceived to be brought them every 
yeare into 7 wrkey; and would make here ( beſides Groperan, 
yarne, Gauls, nniſeeds, Carpets, Goat Skins. ready dreit 
in Colours, and other Commodities which our —_—_ 

wou 


% 
would never looke after) art leaſt ten hundred thouſand 
unds ftarling, at 2oſh. a pound, a moderate price, from 
which dedu&R 300. thouſand pound to be firſt ſent our, and s 
there will remaine 700. thouſand pound pgaines towards 
Freight, &c. Charges at home. And fo every yeare after 
the two firſt yeares, and a quarter, or thereabouts. And by 
this meanes have made En2/ani the Staple and Magazine of 
all Exrope, for thac Commodity, which was the reall intenti- 
on of the King of Perſia, and the brave and noble deſigne of 
Mr. Robert Sherley ; however ſhametuily oppoſed by our 
Eat India Company, utterly apainit the true intereſt of that 
Aion, and to the extream prejudice of the Adventurers in 
particular, and the whole Nation in generall : A State-Acti- 
on will be therefore the beſt, molt honourable, profitable, ORE 
and ſafe way of trade for this Common-wealth, and not by ,;,x.,vle way 
Joynt Stocks governed as hitherto, neither yet by an open of crave. 
and free trade, as is that of Turkey, eſpecially if governed by 
Turkey Merchants (as this bath been) utter enemies to this 
trade tor Silk of Perſia,and conſequently to the whole trade 
of India, &Cc. 
It may be here objRed, that the trade of India, Perſia, &c. 
if followed with a full ſtock, would carry out a great deale of 
treaſure, and impoveriſh the Land of money : againſt which 
our State did wiſely provide heretofore, by obliging the ſaid 
Company, to bring in as much (if not more) than they did 
yearely tranſport, which, for ſome yeares, was duly obſer- 
ved, and may againgby this.means, bring in greater quan- 
tities by the proceed of Si]k onely ; beſides, what other /xdis 
Commodities do produce from Spaine, France, ltaly, and 
other parts, from whence ail the I realure, which elſe would 
c »me for England, is now carried for T wrkey to buy Silk of 
Perſia, which if brought direftly from thence, by way of 
India, would not onely furniſh the great expence of the Mas, 
nufaRure of Silk in this Land, but be a means to draw all 
chat treaſure (which is now carried into Twrkey by other 
Nations, to buy Silk of Per/14) into our own Country, to the 
great enriching thereof, eſpecially in the increaſe of Treaſure 
1n your Highneſs's Exchecquer, beyond any means whatſoe- 
E ver. 
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ver. If your Highneſſe can obtaine from the King of Perſia 
to renew the Contra for all his Silk, as formerly. 

For, all that Silk the Merchant bringeth now from Twrkey, 
is bought with ready money, at 14s. the pound, or more, 
whereas it doth not coſt in Perſia, 8 5, at moſt, ready mony ; 
our Cloath, and other Commodities, are ſold in Perſia for 
above 1001. per 100 profic, Tinne almoſt three for one ; 
in Perſia we pay no Cuſtomes , which are ten in the hundred 
inwards, and as much outwards, never had Avenues or 
Mulcts laid on the Nation, whereas in T »rkey, our Cloth, 
and other Commodities, ſeldome, or never, yeild 30. per 
100 profit; pay heavy and preat cuſtomes in and out, and 
have many Avenues put upon them every-yeare, in one place 
or other ; our Ships alſo may make their Voyage in as 
ſhort a time as uſually from Scandaroon'\, after the firit 
two yeares and a quarter, with much leſs danger of Pirats 
or other | accidents, whereunto the other are inci* 
dent. 

But had our Company (as I ſaid before) when they had 
one third part of the Spices, ſent a reaſonable proportion in- 
to ſeverall parts of /ndia and Perſia every yeare, it would 
have yeilded there eight, tenne, and more, for one, which 
would have raiſed the ſtock to ſuch a value, as would have 
brought a large proportion of Silk from Perſia, which again 
would have yeilded two one halfe for one, at theyrate of 
20 s. the pound, an indifferent and moderate price, and a 
very faire recompence for one yeares time ſperit in India: 
but our CG ; — by Turkey Merchants, would 
never be per had to follow that trade from Port to Port 
in India, though never ſo profitable, fearing that their Stock 
would grow fo rich and powerfull, as to be able to bring all, 
or the greateſt part of the ſilk of Perſia, by way of /ndia, 
to their particular prejudice, whereby it too plainly ap- 
peares that private intereſt is the ruine of all publique At1- 
ons 


Here falls in an Obje@ion, which one of the prime mana- 
pers of that trade, not long ſince, made to me, when in diſ- 
courſe I complained of the Companies negie& of that trade 


for 


for ilk of Perſia, of ſo great profit and conſequence, as 1 did 
then make appear to him, though he would noe ſeem to ap» 
prehend it; anſwered me, if that trade were ſo profitable as 
you ſay, why do not the Dutch fall into it, who carry not 
onely Enpliſh Cloth,as we do, but even Spices,and other /ndis 
Commodities alſo, yet do not inveſt the proceed thereof in 
Silk, which, ifit did yeild fo much profit as you ſax, they 
would not have ſo long negleRed it, 

Unto this I have in Anſwer wo Reaſons : Firſt, that the 
Dutch made much more benefit by the Treaſure they carried 
freely out of Perſia into the Mollucca llands, and China, to 
buy Spices, and $11k, and other Commodities for 7epon, than 
the ſilk of Perſia would have made at home in Holland;which 
he granted for good : A ſecond reaſon was, that | had heard 
ſome Dutch in /:dia (as I believe he had done the like; ſay 


- that their Qpmpany had agreed with ſome of our Grandees, 


that if they, the ſaid Dutch Company [would fordeare the 
bringing of 11k from Perſia into Emxrepe, that might hinder 
their trade for it into Twrkey, they would under-hand let fall 
all their complaints of the eAmboyua Maſlacre, and other 
wrongs offered our people in [ndia, or at leaft ſo (lightly 
proſecute the ſame, as it ſhould never come to any iſſue, as 
it hath not untill ſome few weeks paſt : unto this he very 
angerly replyed (for it went to the quick; ) theſe are but ſug- 
geltions of thoſe that have beene in [ndis, and would faine 
poſleſſe the General ty of Adventurers, of greater matters 
than can be expected, and (o in paſlion break off our dit 
courſe, though in his own Conſcience he knew it to b: apa- 

rent truth, | 
Here allo your Highneſs may be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
inthe ſame Moneth of Feb. and yeare 1622, when our peo- 
ple aided the King. of Perſia inthe taking of Ormwas from 
the Portugals, the Dutch executed their A inbumane but- 
chery on our people in «Ambeyna, and the yeare following 
fell upon the trade of Per/ia, where they had never been be- 
fore ; which later did more trouble the over-ruling Gran- 
dees of our Company, than the loſle of all the Spice-trade; 
yea, and of that of all dia, which they have now broughc 
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by a I lingring Conſumption,even to its laſt gaſp, and 
muſt ſodainly expire, if your Highneſſe do not take it into 
your owne protection, and make it a State-aRion,by piving 
Which now {1t new breath of life, and by Stock and Countenance revive 
langu - _—_ its decaying ſpirits,now out of all hopes of recovery by Joynt 
_ ws Stocks of Adventurers; ſo much diſheartened by the wilful! 
AR8ioa. Negle@s and wronzfu!l abuſes, improvident Courſes of the 
_ _ »» or Fooles will put themſelves upon the like againe, unleſſe 
fo es will ven- Þetrer regulated in its government, or Jaid open and free for 


cure up0'1 all men that have a mind to trade into thoſe parts. 
Joyne Stccks Much more I could fay, as to the evill managing of that 
any more. 


action, to the great hindrance of the particu'ar Adventurers, 

and the whole Nation in generall ; As aiſo their great neg- 

Ghins andiigen leRs of thoſe rich trades of China and /apox, ſuch they bave 

negleRed, bave PEEN Þeretofore to the Portugalls, and now to the Dutch, as 

been very pro» One laceh Mathewvs, a Dutchman, a few yeeres ſince, upon 

firabl- cothe his going for Holland, and thence Commander of a Fleet for 

Portugalland 7gg;4, did tell me in diſcourſe about the trade of China and 

wg ever. fapon, that their Ships did bring thence every yeare 70 or 80 

x; runnes of Gold, which according to their computation, is 7. 

or 800 thouſand pounds Sterl. a year: I have alſo heard ſome 

Dutch (ſome yeares ſince in 1nd;a) ſay, that they did then 

ſend to 7apon every yeare ten or twelve thouſand Broad- 

cloaths; if ſo many ſo long ſince, ſurely at this time many 

more : All which hath beene long ſince intimated to our 

Company, as moſt profitable trades (if rightly followed) yet 

would they never hearken thereunto, or any thing that ten- 

ded to the advance of that Stock, leſt growing rich, ſhould 

fall upon the trade of Silk; by which means they not onely 

But ourComp. kept that Commodity to themſelves, but cunningly traded 

age trade into India for no more than themſelves could take off in 

han the. Tupplyoftheir owne trades into the Levant Seas and other 

ſelves could Places, at long time, and wrongfully rebates ro the great 

eike off in ſup» hinderance of the Adventurers, fo as if they loſt a hundred 

ply.of their pound a yeare a man, with the Adventurers in the generall 

trade into.the Stock,they mw thouſands by buying their owne Commo- 
delle 64%... Gities (as T ſaid before.) 
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And when I call to minde the often boaſtings of Petey 
V anderbrock,, Commander of the Dutch in S»rrar,that cheir 
Company had chains of Gold that would reach from Am- 
ſterdam to London; I rather believe they have over-bribed 
the Managers of that Aion here below, than thoſe Lords 
above, ſo much complained of to the Generality ; had they 
had a minde to improve that trade to its be{t advantage,they 
had ſtock enough (belides the jultneſſe of their Cauſe) to 
have vyed ſtakes with the Dutch, eſpecially here at home, 
where they could finde meanes ſufficient to maintainan Ar- 
bitrary power, to abuſe and wrong their ſervants, or any 
man that laboured the good of that Action ; ſoalſo could 
they find means to bribe, and keep Mr, Smithwick from a 
faire Hearing when he complained of their diſhoneſt Procee- 
dings : in theſe caſes, and the like, they ſpared not the ge- 
nerall purſe ; But to deale with the Dutch, in # bulineſſe of 
ſo great concernment, they were over-ſparing, as glad they 
had ſo good an excuſe, as to fling the blame upon the King 
angA.ords of his privy Council, in all general Courts, which, 

er with their ſeryants private trade 1n/n4;4,was alwaies 
the burden of their complaints to the general Adventurers 
(when as ſome of themſelves had preater Adventures in pri- 
vate, chan in the general Stock;) w:th ſuch falſe luggeſtions 
as theſe did they abuſe the honeſt minded Adventurers, who 
ſimply believed chem to be as honeſt, as rich, untill wotul ex- 
perience told them the contrary: * 

For can it be imagined, that ſo grave and wiſe men as they 
were in their own way ſhould (like little children from whom 
if you take one of their play-games will fling ail the relt a- 
way) altogether decline that agreement of 1622. with the 
Dutch to have one third part of the Spice, upon the Aol. 
lucca \ilands, paying | part of the charge and colt, becauſe 
the ſaid Dutch had over-reacht them in the contract, and 
over-bribed them at Court, that they had not the ſatisfacti- 
on they required , or but ealily purſued, or was that a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon becauſe the late Kings and Lords (for lome rea- 
ſon of State then moving thereunto) did not preſently repair 
them for the many injuries and preat loſſes they had ſultai- 
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ned, that therefore they ſhould abandon that agreement for 
Spices, which had they continued. as they ought in Policy or 
common reaſon to have done, this company had not only 
proſpered and flouriſhed themſelves, but had fo hindered the 
Dutches deſigns, as they had never riſen to that height of in- 
ſolency they are now at. 

Adde hereunto the long ſufferance of the Dutches injuri- 
ous proceedings which hath made them ſo inſolent and pe- 
remptory in Inaia, that they dared before theſe times give 
Lawes to our people in thoſe Seas, yea, and exat Duties and 
Cuſtomes in-our paſſage thorough the Straights of Mollac- 
ca, never yet paid by the Engliſh to any Nation; in requi- 
tall hereof, your Hiphneſſ: may as well exac& a Toll or 
cuſtome of all the Dutch-ſhips that paſſe through the Nar- 
row Seas, to pay a certaine cuſtome for their ſhips, and 
goods, with much more of equity and right, and bur juſtly 
pay them in their owne inde who ſpare us in nothing, 
whereunto they can pretend any the lealt ſhew of cuſtome, 
how unjuſt ſoever. 

But before I paſſe any further, be pleaſed to obſerve the 
wilful weakneſle (or rather negle&t) of our Company,when 
they had the one third of all the Spices of the Mollncca 


negle& of tbe Iſlands (as | ſaid before) notwithſtanding they had been ma- 


$pice-trade 
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nifeſt, 


ny, and oftentimes ſolicited by their ſervants in Swrrat and 
Muſlapatan, to ſend a large proportion of thoſe ſpices into 
thole Northern parts of /ndis, Perſia, &c, where they would 
have yeilded as much money, or more, than in Eng/and, 
which again reinveſted in Indicoe and other Commodities, 
would, after one yeares forbearance in India, bave yeilded 
here at leaſt three for one,and have excuſed the ſending our 
100 thouſand pounds a year, ſometimes in treaſure ; yer they 
would never be perſwaded thercunto, as appeares by the fol- 
lowing eſtimate, 


3$ 
100 thouſand pownd: of Maces at 8 d, per 


ound amownis to 3333. 06. 08 © ſoldoftheſe 
1 = thouſand pound; of N utmegs at 4 d. per c—_—— _ 
pound Py 1666, IJ». O4 ces my ſelf in : 
10 thouſand pounds of Clover at gd. per Surat, invAn; 
pound amounts to 3750. 00. 00 1637. 
300 thomſand pounds of Spices bought it ———mmmmm-—_- 
the Molluccaes amounts to 8750. 00. 00 


Which 3 02 thouſand pound: of Spices, if ſold _ 
in india, wowld have yerlded 

100 thouſand pownd: of Maces at Gs. the 1. 30000. 00.00. 

100 thowſand pounds of Nutm. at 5 5. the l. 25000. 00.00 

100 thon/and pownd;: of C loves at 7 8. the [. 35000. 00.00 

300 thouſand pound: of Spices ſold in India 


for 90000. O00. 00 


Which 90 thouſand pourd, reinveſted in Indico, Callicoes, 
&c. would have made in Eng/and at lealt three for one, 
which is 27© thouſand pounds, from which take 8750 1. their 
firſt price in the Molncea llands, there remains 261250 | 
gains towards Charge, Fraight, Cultome, and one yeares 
torbearance &c. in India. 

A faire recompence, if wiſely apprehended, yet would our 
Company never put the ſame in practice, which to ſome men 
may leem a ſtrange myſtery. But when your Highneſs ſhall 
conſider, that that Court of Committees are the ſole buyers 
and ſellers of the Companies Commodities at their owne 
prices,and long time on rebate, and the benefit they make of 
the Impoſt they receive back at home, beſides their paine 
abroad, will ſoon judge them to have been more intentive on 
their own private profit, than the generall good of the Ad- 
ventures,though bound by oath and conſcience to aR for the 
good of their Truſtees. 

For the managers of this ation, [deing Aldermen and rich 
men — all at their owne pleaſure, and to their own 
ends, bei Buyers and Sellers of their owne Commc- 
«ies, did fo combine together, as to have all theſe Spices 

brought L 
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brought home, that ſo they might buy them up at their own 
prizes, and long time of paymert of five ſixe Moneths, to 


thoſe Spices ro rebate at five eight moneths, to ſupply rheir own trades, into 
thei: own pci the Levant Seas and elſewhere,by which Rebates anMinpoſts 


y.ic cads., 
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received back, they gained 48 one third, per 100. at leaſt, 
before ever the Commodities went out of England, beſides 
what they gaired abroad. X 

It was heretofore oblerved, that fo ſoon as the Muſcovy 
Company (which had raiſed (in Queen El;zzaberhs time) a 
great joynt Stock, began to look into the trade for Silk of 
Perſia, brought out of the Caiian Sea, and down the River 
Volga; the Turkey Merchants cunningly made themſelyes 
chiet rulers of that Company, and ſo handled the bufineſſe, 
that in a few yeares, they not onely wrought a ſtop of that 
rrade of Silk, by the River Volga, but even the ruine of the 
whole Stock, by their improvident way of trade, and over- 
great and unneceſſary charges, both abroad and at home, yet 
hath that trade, ſince the diſſolution of that joynt Stock, 
been followed by particular men, managing their owne E- 
ſtates, thrived and proſpered, before the late difference b-- 
rween the two States; and ſo may this trade of 7nd'a, &c. if 
laid open, and free for particular men, to trade upon their 
owne Stocks, managed by Apents or Conſuls (as is that of 
the T urkes and Muſcovie trade) prove very profitable and 
rich to this Common: wealth, unleſle -it ſhall ſeem good to 
your Highneſſe to make it a State ation, as that which is 
moſt likely to be moſt honourable, profitable, and advantagi- 
ous to this Nation, and Common: wealth, being rightly ma- 
naged, by a new and better way of Regulation, and Govern» 
ment, than heretofore hath been practiſed at home.{ 

But to leave the reſetling of theſe trades to the wiſdome of 
your Highneſfſe and Councel) of State, | ſhall humbly preſent 
unto your Highneſſe ſome other diſhoneſt proceedings, of 
thoſe Grandees, and managers of this ation; who of purpoſe 
to undervalue the ſame, and diſhearten the Nobility, ow, 
Widdows and Orphans, and other Adventurers, not able to 
ride out of their Stocks any lonper,ſo much, as to ſell of their 
Adventures, as they did ſome hundreds of thouſand pounds, 

at 
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at 45. and 50. per cent. loſſe to themſelves ; and to this end, 
ehey imploy Mr. Thomas Smithwich, and others then Brokers 
upon the Exchange ; Bur the ſaid Smithwicke, underſtanding 
their deſignes and purpoſes, did ſerve himſelfe and friends al- 
ſo by buying many Adventures of the Nobility,Gentry,&c.in 
bopes that being now become Adventurers, they might be- 
come alſo Committees, and have an eye over the managing 
of that a&tion,n a better and more profitable way,than here. 
tofore, and which indeed he did labour with much earneſt. 
neſſe and complaints, both ro the late King, and Lords of his 
privy Councell,but all in vaine, for they hav.ng the Generall 

purſe, at command, and a Lord Keeper fitting their owne 
hamour, ſpared not as 1 ſaid before m_ to bribe at Court, 

to ſtifle, and ſuppreſle all complaints, and in the end, ſo or. 

dered the buſineſle, as he, and others were ruined and un« 

done in the purſuit thereof. 

Beſides this deligne of buying up of Adventures at under 
values, a moſt unjuit and diſhoneſt courſe, and breach of 
Oath and cruſt, they had a farther intention, which was, that 
having by this meanes, got all, or the greater part of the 
Stock into a few of their owne, and confederates hands ; they 
would then prefle his Majeſty and Lords, in a more earneſt 
and importuaate way then hertotfore, to conclude the diffe. 
rence with the Dutch, and fo gaine that compoſition alſo to 
their owne advantage ; all whuch will appeare by their owne 
accompts and papers, if duly examined. 

As to the trades of China and 7apon, I can fay little to 
the particularCommod ties either carryed thither,or brought 
thence, more than in the Generall. 1 am aſcertained the 
Port7alls heretofore,and the Dutch now have,and doe make 
extraordinary profit, firſt berween [ndia, and China, but 
eſpecially b-tween China and 7apen, and thence back to Cki- 
»4, and thence again into India ; and if the Dutch them- 
ſelves do not vainly boaſt, they do carry many thouſands of 
Broad-cloaths into China and fapon : it is hkely we allo 
might have made uſe of thoſe ſo rich trades, had the mana- 
gers of that Action heretofore been willing to advance that 
trade t0 its belt of profit. 
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All which, notwithſtanding thoſe fo rich trades of /»dia,&c. 
are no way to be eſteemed the worſt, becauſe the managers 
thereof have not, made them ſo profitable to this Common- 
wealth, as they have been to the Portugall heretofore, and 
are now to the Dutch, and may yet be unto us, if well regu- 
lated under a State-prote&ion hereafter, as the other have 
been,and are to this day. 

Having thus preſented to your Highneſle, the evil affei- 
on, wilfull miſcarriages, and improvident courſes, to the rui- 
ning, if not utter ſuppreſling of theſe ſo rich and profitable 
trades of India, Perſia, Arabia, China and 7apon, pratiſed 
by that Court of Committees, who have had the managing 
thereoftheſe many yeaers ; I ſhall humbly leave thele to 
your Highneſs's and Council of States better judgements, for 
the future regulating thereof, in a more profitable way than 
hitherto, either by _ it a State-action, as the beſt, and 
moſt aſſured way of benefit and honour to the Nation, or by 
laying it. open and free for all men, that have a minde and 
meanesto proſecute thoſe Trades, being regulated, and or- 
dered, as are the Turkey and Muſcovy bs aq wherein eve- 
ry man js Maſter of his owne goods, both abroad and art 
home, aad hath the ordering and managing thereof at his 
pleaſure , and not tyed upto the many inconveniences of 
Joynt Stocks, and the diſhoneſt ends of ſome particular 0- 
ver-ruling Committees, whoſe private Intereſt, and ſurrep- 
titious wayes of Buying and Selling their owne goods, to 
themſelves, break through all Oaths and breach of Truſt,cven 
ro the ruine of the Adventurers ſtock, though to their owne 
particular profit enough advantagious ; experience having 
rold us, that joynt Stocks (as I ſaid before) are but the worit 
of Monopolies, and meer Cheats, both to the State, and Ad- 
venturers, and of all others, this of the Faſt /ndies the 
greateſt. 

But if your Highneſle can renew the former Contracts 
made with the King of Per/i4, 1622. and 1627. and enlarge 


. that Trade, to the bringing all, or the preater part of the 


Silke of Perſia, by way of Ind5a, and compell the Dutch 
to pay the one halfe of their Cuſtomes to your Highneſſe, [ 
dare 


- 


dare be bold, as will man others that have been in Judi, to Spice Tlands, 
lay down a courſe and = > of Trade, that one Million of **4:be Con- 


Stock and Shipping, to be ſent out in three years, ſhall re- 
rurne its firſt principall, with one million of pounds advance, 
b-fore the end of two years & a half,or three at moſt,& then 
every yeare after, one million of pounds, all charges borne ; 
which Trade alone, in few yeares will increaſe your High- 
neſle Exchequer,and the Stock ot the Nation, to ſuch a large 
proportion,as will enable it to carry all Trades, and what elſe 
before them, in deſpight of all oppoſition. 

I could ſay much more, in aggravation of the many and 
horrid injuries the Nation have received from the Dutch, 
but much more of the heavy loſſes, and wrongfull abules, 
which ſome of that Court of Committees have occaſioned ; 
who over-ruling the more honeſt party by multiplicity of 
voices, and carrying all things to their owne ends, as profeſt 
enemies to that Trade of India, which fo long as managed 
by (uch, ſhall never thrive, nor be worthy the name of an 
Eaſt Ind'a Trade ; ſuch as the Portugalls heretofore, and 
now the Dutch make of it, witnefſe the large returnes theſe 
latter have made thence every yeare, of value at lealt 11. or 
1200. thouſand pounds, beſides their large Stock remaining 
in /a414,and their many and rich Plantations they have there, 
to be valued at many Millions oft pounds, all which they 
lave obtained by the managers of our Stocks wiltull 
neplet,as much unwilling our State ſhould have any infight, 
command, or interelt in any of their Plantations ; as not 
willing theaction it ſelfe ſhoud thrive, and grow rich, tor the 
reaſons laid down in my foregoing diſcourſe, which I hope 
will ſatisfie your Highneſſe and Councel of State, as to the 
re2lity of the things therein propoſed, together with the 
necellity of making it a State action, which will be the beſt, 
molt late, and protitableſt way, for the honour and welfare 
of the Nation, being ſtrengthned by your Highneſſe Counte- 
nance and "rote, will put fuch terrour into all people, 
both farre and neere,as they will not dare to moleſt, or trou- 
ble our juit and lawtull proceedings, much lefle offer any re- 
all wrong or injuries to the Nation as heretofore. When 
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09.0 wen wanting to the Company, againſt the 
inhumanity of our falſe friends; as for the Por- 
tugale, a declared enemy, we were able to right our ſelves 
on all occaſions, had our Company ſought to plant them- 
ſelves on the Molucca and Banda \(lands, as they ought to 
have done in the firſt place, as did the Dutch, and then to 


have beaten their way for Trade, into the North parts of 


India. The maine (if not wilfull) errour of our Company, 
in the Infancy of that Trade, ſo had we been Maſters of al! 
thoſe forementioned rich Trades, to the great advancement 
of this Common-wealth, and Nation, which now may ſeem 
irrevocably loſt, to the great ſhame and diſhonour of this 
Common: wealth, 

To conclude, thoſe rich Trades of India, Perſia, Arabia, 
China, Oo, did never appeare in their true luſtre 'and 
{plendor, 1o much as in the time the Portugals had the ſole 
Command of thole trades in their owne hands, before either 


we or the Vutch had made any diſcovery thereof, when they - 


had every yeare (if no Ships miſcarryed) at leaſt two Millions 
of pounds returned home on regiſter, which paid cuſtomes to 
the King at high rates, beſides Pearles, Diamonds, and other 
pretious ſtones of great value, which came unrepiſtred, and 
paid no Cuſtomes. Ofall which, the Dutch have endeavou- 
red to make themſelves Maſters, and had accompliſhed, had 
not the Engliſh interpoſed a pedling trade(fortother I cannor 


call it) whom they durſt not totally oppreſle and beat out of 


thoſe Seas, however laboured by all the meanes they could 
invent, and the more upon our Companies nepleG& of Trade, 
which gave them the advantage of making them ſo rich, and 
powertull, asto dare to conteſt with your Highneſſe and 
State here at home, in hopes to have ſwallowed up the whole 
Nation in a Conqueſt, and ſo have made themſelves the 
abſolutelt Commanders by Sea,that ever yet the world knew; 
and ſo have brought into ſubjeRion, not onely the Eaſt and 
Welt dies, but even all other Trades fnemaenn the whole 
world ; but being beaten_into better behaviour by your 
Highneſſe power by Sea, it is hoped your Highneſſe may in 
tume worke the ſame for our Nation, being vigilant and care- 

full 


oof 
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fall, to keep thoſe people under hatches, that et f riſe not a. 
gaine to be able to hinder your Highneſles procetdings to 
that purpoſe; the true intgreſit of this Nation being at this 
rime to encreaſe its Trade\\th# onely meanes of making a Na. 
tion rich, and powerfull, af able to give Lawe3 by Sea to all 
the world, as being ſo well |ſeated, and fortified by Nature 
in the Seas, that having a gommanding Navy as your High- 
neſſe hath, and may have, fable co ſuppreſle all other neigh. 
bouring Nations forces by þea, betore they grow over-po- 
werfull,and able to give anhther encounter to yours, by com- 
bining together to its ruine, By other meanes (except from 
Heaven) it is impollible che world can offend us, as not able 
to bring an Army into ouf Land, but by wooden Horles, 
which are, and mult be oitx chiefelt care to maincaine in their 
full forces; and able, if noeeftroy all others, yet to de- 
fend the Nation it ſelfe in ſafety. 


